
BALDERSTONE AND KIRKHOLT AREA FORUM 
 

Tuesday 18 March 2014 
Kirkholt Community Church, Daventry Road 

Rochdale 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: Colin Mottershead (Chair), K. Nickson, D.Holt, M.Wilson, M.Whalley, E.Warburton, 
B.Bergin, P.Colclough, M.Taylor, B.Harrison and J.Briggs 
 
Councillors: Councillor Richard Farnell, Councillor Dale Mulgrew and Councillor Phillip Bethell 
 
Officers: Katie Moore (Township Management), PCSO Sharon Senior & PCSO Stefan Wilson 
(GMP) and Kat Metcalfe (RMBC Youth Service) 
 
Apologies: Louise Ashurst (RBH) and Steve Lett (Environmental Management) 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND CODE OF CONDUCT 
The chair introduced himself to the forum and thanked everyone for attending.  Attention was drawn 
to the code of conduct, a summary of which was read out.  All attendees were asked to abide by the 
code for the duration of the meeting. 
 
2. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE (INCLUDING UPDATE FROM PACT MEETINGS) 
PCSO Sharon Senior addressed the forum and apologised for their absence at previous meetings.  
Due to staffing and changes in the team, they have not been able to attend. 
 
PCSO Senior advised that there are plans being considered to re-staff the team.  They are hoping 
to get a full team in the next few weeks and the transfer of a Neighbourhood Officer from Heywood. 
 
Crime figures for January 2013 to March 2013 (comparisons made with figures from January 2012 
to March 2012) 
 
 Jan- Mar 2012 Jan-March 2013 
Burglary 21 13 
Burglary Other 12 7 
Criminal Damage 34 22 
ASB 93 44 
Vehicle Crime 18 22 
 
PACT Priorities 
At the last meeting the PACT Priorities set included: 

• Parking issues including parking on double yellow lines and pavement on Queens Drive and 
Hartley Lane when picking children up from Sandbrook Primary.  The police reported that they 
are working with the school and the RMBC Highways Department.  Tickets have been issued 
and patrols carried out. 

• Youths causing nuisance.  Patrols are being carried out.  
 

Next PACT meeting will take place on 27 March 2014 at 4pm in The Police Outpost, The Strand, 
Kirkholt. 

Public Document Pack



 
Other Updates 

• Offender sentenced for 5 months for vehicle crime and burglary. 

• A drugs warrant was executed with forty cannabis plants and equipment being seized from a 
property. 

• The team are involved in a borough wide Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) 
operation.  At the last operation in the area the police seized five cars (including driving without 
insurance and a drugs offence). The next ANPR operation in this area will take place w/c 31 
March 2014. 

 
A resident reported a white van parked near to their home.  PCSO Sharon Senior took the details at 
the meeting. 
 
3. MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
 
Queens Gardens 
Residents reported at the forum that Andy Dawson (Township) had informed them off a community 
garden scheme in Heywood.  It was agreed Andy to be asked to provide further details about the 
scheme. 
Action 1: Circulate information on Heywood community garden scheme (Andy Dawson) 
 
Forum Ideas 
Residents advised at the last meeting that they would like to hear presentations from Environmental 
Management and Street Pastors.  The forum was advised that the presentations will be given at the 
next forum meeting on Tuesday 3 June 2014. 
Action 2: Environmental Management and Street Pastors to be included on the agenda for 
next meeting (Andy Dawson) 
 
ASB at Hornets Close/Wasp Avenue 
Mohammed Sheraz (Youth Worker) has sent a team of detached Youth Workers to this hot spot.  It 
was reported back that there was very poor lighting and not accessible for Youth Workers.  The 
Tuesday sessions on Kirkholt are running well and are attended by a group of up to 20 young 
people.  They have recently taken part in sexual health, drugs and alcohol and smoking cessation 
informal education sessions.  During February half term the group visited Sandbrook Park’s Strike It 
10!  The young people really enjoyed the session and have since been discussing alternative 
culture and leisure activities to take part in which will raise their social aspirations.  Youth Workers 
are currently looking for funding to support this. 
 
Katherine Metcalfe introduced herself to the forum.  Katherine is a Youth Worker who will be 
carrying out some work in the area. 
 
Stoneyvale Court Litter Bin 
Environmental Management have advised that a bin has been put on the list, no date for installation 
has been given. 
Action 3: Chase up installation of the bin (Andy Dawson) 
 
Balderstone Park Lights 
Councillor Farnell updated the group and advised that money had been approved for the lights.  An 
update should be available at the next meeting. 
 
Balderstone Park Vandalism 
Jean Briggs updated the group; the Street Pastors have carried out patrols and have not seen any 
criminal activity.  
 
Action 7 (GMP presence in the park) from the last meeting was carried forward as no update could 
be provided. 



Action 4: Follow up action 7 from the last meeting (Andy Dawson) 
 
Letter to Schools 
Councillor Mulgrew advised that he had been in contact with schools and is keen for them to get 
involved with the park. 
 
Forum Ideas 
Action 11 (send a poster out with the next email forum invite) and Action 12 (send an invite out to 
the headteacher of Kingsway Park High School) from the last meeting were carried forward as no 
updates could be provided. 
Action 5: Follow up actions 11 and 12 from the last meeting (Andy Dawson) 
 
Leaf Clearance 
Environmental Management confirmed that there was a leaf clearance at the end of the year.  The 
forum reported that this had been done by volunteers at the park. 
Action 6: Discuss possibility of including this on Environmental Management’s routine 
maintenance schedule (Andy Dawson) 
 
Benches 
An update was provided on the benches for Balderstone Road and Syke Pond.  An order was 
placed on 18th March 2014. The benches should be installed in the next few weeks. 
 
4. FORUM IDEAS 
Nothing to report. 
 
5. OPEN FORUM 
 
Kirkholt Millions 
An update was provided by Barbara Harrison on the Big Local scheme in Kirkholt. 
 
Big Local is a ten year investment scheme to support areas such as Kirkholt.  Kirkholt has secured 
£1 million from the scheme.  A criterion for the funding is to consult local people, so the residents 
steering group have been busy gathering as many ideas and opinions from as many people (from 
young to old) living within the Kirkholt area on how £1 million can be used to improve the 
community.  For example, a recent event was held to gather the opinions of young people in the 
area.  It was agreed to show footage from the event at the next forum meeting. 
Action 7: Kirkholt Millions presentation to be included on the next agenda – projector 
required (Andy Dawson) 
 
The next consultation event will take place on 3rd (pm) and 4th April 2014 (am) at Balderstone 
Library.  This event will be used to showcase the ideas that have already been put forward. 
 
The next stage is to collate all the ideas together and come up with a community plan and this will 
require a feasibility study.  The plan will then be sent to Big Local for approval and it is hoped that 
the money will be released following this stage. 
 
To find out more there is a Facebook and Twitter page.  A quarterly newsletter (next issue April) is 
being produced along with a leaflet drop.  It is hoped that the Kirkholt Millions signage, originally 
mentioned at the last forum, will soon be installed.  Discussions are ongoing with RBH and RMBC’s 
Highways Department. 
 
Kat Metcalfe from the Youth Service advised that some consultation had already taken place with 
young people in the area. 
Action 8: Forward findings of the consultation to Barbara Bergin (Kat Metcalfe) 
 



 
Balderstone Park 
Pat Colclough updated the forum about the open day that was held in the park.  Residents, school 
children and the library’s children’s group came to the opening of the newly refurbished play area 
which has been designed for 4 to 11 year olds.  Goody bags were provided.  Overall this was a 
great day.  Photographs are available on Facebook. 
 
Drinking cans 
A resident reported drinking cans behind the GP’s surgery. 
Action 9: Report to Environmental Management (Andy Dawson) 
 
Community Updates 
Councillor Farnell addressed the forum and provided the following updates: 
 

Balderstone School demolition: The demolition of the school is underway.  The site will go up for 
sale for housing and money gained from the site will go towards the refurbishment of Kingsway Park 
High School. 
 
Broad Lane: Work has started on new house building on Broad Lane.  These works are likely to 
cause some disruption on Broad Lane.  A traffic management plan should have been submitted in 
relation to getting on/off site, however, the plan was not submitted.  Planning and Highways are 
working together to look into this matter. 
 
Crime figures: The crime figures have gone down in the area as reported earlier on in the meeting. 
 
Balderstone School: The playing fields at the Balderstone School site will be brought into the park. 
 
The Strand: RBH and the Council have identified £6.5m to be reinvested back into The Strand.  
There are plans in place for new shops and a community hub.  A consultation event will be held at 
Kirkholt Community Church on 25 March, 3pm-7pm inviting people to have a say on what they 
would like to see in the community hub. 
 
Highway improvements: Resurfacing work is underway in the area through the Council’s Highway 
Investment Programme.  Residents will see improvement works being carried out soon. 
 
Section 106 Funds: £6000 of Section 106 monies has been created through the new housing 
development on Curzon Road.  It has been suggested to use the funding to create a scheme for a 
woodland area formally known as ‘Mornington Fields’. 
 
6. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday 3 June 2014, 6.30pm-8.30pm, St Mary’s Church, Oldham Road, Rochdale 

 


	Minutes

